
“The Fabulous Five” 
 

Essential Question 
Why did the Revolutionary War occur? 

Enduring Understanding 
Several individuals became significant leaders during the American Revolution when they 
personally took a stance against British Actions, such as George Washington who became 

Commander-in-Chief of the Continental army. 
TEK/SE 

8.4b- Explain the role played by significant individuals during the American Revolution, including 
Samuel Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, Thomas Paine, and George Washington. 

Instructional Activities 
 
I. Hook: Show students the transparency of Martin Luther King, Jr.  Ask students why he is 
famous.  Ask students how he helped to change the United States. 
 
Teacher explanation to students: Explain to students that one man or woman can change the 
course of a nation.  When he was alive, many people considered Martin Luther King, Jr. to be a 
rebel and a troublemaker.  He led a movement for equality and civil rights for all men and women. 
Many wondered why he couldn’t just leave things the way they were.  Today, we will teach about 
five men who also created quite a stir.  These men were not satisfied with the way things were in 
colonial society.  They were supported by some, but disliked by many.  The fabulous five of 
Washington, Jefferson, Paine, Franklin, and Adams led a different type of movement- the 
movement for independence.   
 
II. Guided Practice: Place students in groups of five.  Give each student in the group a strip 
describing one of the leaders of the American Revolution.  Tell each student in the group to take 
out a sheet of notebook paper.  Instruct students to write down the name of the person they have 
on their strip and any important information about their person they would like to share with the 
group.  After they have all written down notes on their significant individual, have them take turns 
teaching the group about their figure.  Tell students they must take notes while their group 
members are speaking.  The students are expected to have notes on all five figures.  Call on the 
groups and choose a figure for them to present to the class.  You may want to write their 
responses on the overhead or dry erase board. 
 
III. Independent Practice:  Have students complete the chart and list the characteristics of each 
in the appropriate columns.  Make sure they have returned to their seats before beginning 
independent practice. 
 
IV. Assessment:  Have students label the tombstones on the last page of the lesson with the 
appropriate name.  Make sure the students do not have any notes to refer to. 
 
V. Debriefing:  In a two-minute write, have students answer the following question:  Which 
significant leader of the American Revolution had the greatest impact.  Explain. You may choose 
to have the students discuss and debate one another’s responses.  This is an excellent 
opportunity for Accountable Talk.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



The Fabulous Five 

 

Benjamin Franklin achieved worldwide renown as a writer, scientist, political leader, and 
diplomat.  In 1754, as a delegate to the Albany Congress, he proposed a plan to unite the 
colonies in war against the French and Indians.  The King of England rejected the plan.  He 
negotiated crucial French aid during the American Revolution, signed the Declaration of 
Independence, and attended the U.S. Constitutional Convention. 

Patriot Samuel Adams is famous for organizing colonial resistance to British policies in 
Massachusetts, particularly the popular protests to the Stamp Act in 1765 and the Boston Tea 
Party in 1773.  He formed the Sons of Liberty and was at the center of every major act of 
colonial defiance in Boston in the decade leading up to the American Revolution.  He 
supported the adoption of the federal Constitution, with the provision that a Bill of Rights be 
added. 

Thomas Jefferson wrote the lines inscribed on his tombstone, listing the three 
accomplishments of which he was most proud: “Here was buried Thomas Jefferson, author 
of the Declaration of Independence and the Virginia Statute of religious freedom, and the 
father of the University of Virginia.”  Jefferson founded a major political party (Democratic-
Republicans), served as the first secretary of state, and became the third president of the 
United States. 

Perhaps no other writer did more to inspire Americans to obtain their independence from 
Great Britain than Thomas Paine.  In January 1776, he published his 47-page pamphlet 
Common Sense.  Paine wanted a declaration of independence to secure European aid and 
unite the colonies.  Once independence had been achieved, America could establish a central 
democratic republican form of government that could serve as a model to the rest of the 
world.  During the war, he published several pamphlets that inspired Americans to fight. 

George Washington played an extremely important role in the founding of the United States.  
The American Revolution might well have been lost without his leadership.  Washington 
was a true patriot.  He served as a delegate to the first Continental Congress.  When war 
came, Washington was unanimously chosen to lead the American forces.  At the end of the 
war in 1783, he was the most famous man in America.  After the new government was 
organized, Washington was unanimously chosen to be our nation’s first president. 

 ABC-CLIO 



The Fabulous Five 
 

For each leader in the chart, list two characteristics that describe them.  Choose from the characteristics below. 
 

• Leader of the Sons of Liberty      
• First President of the United States 
• Author of Common Sense 
• Author of the Declaration of Independence 
• Negotiated Treaty of Alliance with France 

 
 
 
 
 

Thomas Jefferson George Washington Samuel Adams Thomas Paine Benjamin Franklin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

   

• Wrote a series of pamphlets urging colonists to break away 
from Great Britain 

• First Secretary of State 
• Organized boycotts and riots to protest British taxation 
• Commander-in-Chief of the Continental Army 
• Wrote the Albany Plan in 1754 urging colonists to unite to fight 

and defeat the French (During the French and Indian War, 
colonists were British citizens) 

  

     



 
Source: History Alive 

 

The Fabulous Five 

Leader of 
the Sons of 
Liberty 
 
Organized 
boycotts 
and riots to 
protest 
British 
taxation of 
the 
colonists 

Author of 
Common Sense 
 
Inspired 
Americans to 
fight for 
independence 
from Great 
Britain 

Author of the 
Declaration of 
Independence 
 
Founder of the 
University of 
Virginia 
 
First Secretary of 
State 

 
Negotiated the Treaty of 
Alliance with France 
 
Urged colonists to join 
together to fight the 
French during the French 
and Indian War 

 

 

 
 

Who lies beneath these 
tombstones?  Read each 

epitaph and write the 
name of the person you 

believe it describes. 

 

History Alive! 
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